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Dear fellow NEVCA members and NE Vienna residents,
Thank you all for your many well wishes and displays of interest in the association’s efforts this past year! With your
continued help, we will continue to do our best to be your voice and go to bat in front of town council and commissions
concerning issues of interest, big and small. We begin a new chapter this spring with a new mayor. The passing of our
wonderful Mayor Jane Seeman brings with it sadness, but we take some comfort in the knowledge that the foundation
she laid for the town’s future over the past almost-two-decades is solid.
We wish long-serving able council members Laurie Cole and Mike Polychrones well in their future endeavors, and I am
gratified that there is so much interest in serving on council. In this issue you will find positions by the candidates on
three topical issues. On Tuesday, April 22, from 7:30-9:30pm in the community center auditorium NEVCA will
once again host a Candidates Forum. Please attend! This is a great time to ask a question and hear the candidates’
positions. Two weeks later, May 6th, we go to the polls to vote for mayor and three council seats.
Vienna is witnessing growth in nearby Tysons Corner, and our proximity brings with it pressure for ‘smart growth’ as
well. The Town has for many years been developing a vision for Maple Avenue of the future, and we are now
approaching its adoption. The Planning Commission met April 2 to consider recommendations made by the Town
steering committee for a proposed Maple Avenue Corridor (MAC) zoning district. Issues are many, and include such
things as multipurpose building standards and setbacks, sidewalk clearances, parking, and transportation flow in general.
I encourage you to follow this effort as it winds its way through future public hearings. Attend them and let your voice
be heard. Should you wish to send me your thoughts to convey at these meetings, by all means, send me an email, or just
call me: nevcanorthside@aol.com , or 703-732-2499 cell.
Thanks to the efforts of several volunteers, local garden clubs, girl scouts, and the town’s parks and recreation staff, the
new Community Learning Garden is taking shape. Turn the page and learn what is in store. Interested in building or
maintaining the garden this year? Contact me or P&R director Cathy Salgado (csalgado@viennava.gov). Olivia Hartt
managed NEVCA’s food collection for the Committee for Helping Others (CHO) food pantry last Nov/Dec, brightening
dozens of needy families’ holidays and earning well-deserved recognition by Vienna as an Outstanding Volunteer!
We now have 67 paid NEVCA members. Please consider joining if you have yet to, or continue your membership if it is
coming up for renewal. Annual dues are still $10, same as they were at NEVCA’s founding in 1995. Envelopes are provided.
Lastly, NEVCA will hold annual elections for board members at our general membership meeting on Tuesday,
May 20th, 8pm at the community center. The meeting is open to anyone. Interested in serving as an officer for
President, 1st vice president, 2nd vice president, treasurer, or secretary? Send me your name. Association members will
find in your mailboxes 10 days prior to the meeting a list of interested candidates, the agenda, and the minutes of our
November 2013 general membership meeting for adoption and posting on our web site, www.nevca.org. There you will
find NEVCA’s bylaws describing our mission, annual elections, and more. Check it out!
Wishing you all the best,
Bob
Robert J. McCahill
President, NEVCA

Vienna’s Community & Learning Garden: An Update
This spring volunteers laid out the garden
boundaries and built a split rail fence, and a
Girl Scout Gold Star project added growing
stations within the confines. In addition, the
Town ran an underground water line to the
garden so we have an on-site water source.
Much work is yet to be done, and you are
invited to join this worthwhile effort! Yet to be
incorporated are: paths within; the building, planting and maintaining of individual plant beds; and educational
signage. Past gardening experience is valued but not required, this is a learning garden for everyone, with volunteers
of all ages working together for a common goal to successfully grow crops and plants, learn from the experience,
and share their knowledge with others. As the garden matures, there will be opportunities for teaching programs
and experimental plantings as well.

NEVCA’s 2014 $4,000 grant from Fairfax County’s Neighborhood Enhancement Partnership Program (NEPP) is
helping make this happen. Won’t you please consider spending a few hours to share your talents, creativity,
and enthusiasm as a volunteer, along with helpful Town staff, to complete the initial season of the garden?
Don’t worry: We’ll give you plenty of advance notice before a work day.
Contact Bob McCahill at nevcanorthside@aol.com , or Parks & Rec Director Cathy Salgado at csalgado@viennava.gov .
“Music to my ears”

Join your civic association now!
Help us
to help you
and our town
Dues are still just $10

Visit the Vienna Art
Society’s judged spring
show, “Music to my ears”!
The interpretations are
moving, comical, and
insightful. The show is
also an excellent
opportunity to invest in
our incredibly talented,
award-winning local artists.
Additionally, gift tables
offer gorgeous, handmade,
one-of-a-kind items. Pick
out something special for Mother’s Day.
The Vienna Art Society is at 115 Pleasant Street NW and is open
Tuesday through Saturday 10 to 4, or by appointment (703-319-3971).
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Questions for the Candidates
NEVCA asked three questions of the candidates in the upcoming Town election. Their responses follow: first, Laurie
DiRocco, candidate for mayor, and then, in alphabetical order, the six candidates for Town Council.
Question 1: The Town of Vienna and its citizens are promoting more sidewalks to make Vienna a safer
walking town. When it snows however, it is almost impossible to walk on the sidewalks in front of th e
many homes and businesses. Is it time to consider a snow removal policy for all, to have sidewalks
cleared after the snow storm ends? Leesburg and other jurisdictions require it within 24 hours.
People need to feel safe, and walking in the street with cars is not safe.

Laurie DiRocco: There are two issues to consider. The first
is sidewalks in front of a resident’s house are actually in the
Town’s right of way. Therefore, it is questionable whether
the Town can require homeowners to clear them. In
Leesburg, the snow removal ordinance is under “nuisances”
therefore they consider the snow falling a created nuisance
from the homeowner. The second issue is enforceability.
Suppose a homeowner is out of Town or unable to shovel
the sidewalk, does the Town fine them? Given these two
issues, I believe communicating the importance of removing
snow from the sidewalks is the best current solution.

owners. Examples are elderly and disabled residents, and
those who are away when snow falls. A potential requirement
to clear snow is often given as a reason to oppose new
sidewalks. Leesburg’s ordinance is based on a Virginia code
for nuisances; they send reminder notices to businesses only,
which have been 60% effective. Leesburg does not clear
sidewalks itself, nor does it send notices to residents.
Pasha M. Majdi: Vienna is becoming more of a walking
and biking town. With Tysons development and traffic
congestion coming, Vienna’s “walkability” has never been
more important. Vienna needs to be safer for walking,
especially for children, families, and seniors.
One facet of making Vienna more walkable is clearing
sidewalks after snowstorms. It is absolutely time to consider
a new snow removal policy. We must see how it fits into our
budget and weigh it against other priorities. As walkability
becomes more and more important for our town, snow
removal becomes a higher priority, and I promise I’ll make it
a higher priority.

Mike L. Cheselka: I would not support a mandate quite yet.
Having our police and public works employees enforcing
snow removal policies would be a waste of our Town
resources. The Town is reviewing their snow removal
policies, aiming to improve services. The Town’s
responsibility should only go so far. All Town small
businesses, citizen associations and small neighborhoods
have a responsibility to be more proactive and work together
to make our roads and sidewalks safer. Those residents who
can do it themselves should do it, and those who can’t,
should arrange to have someone do it for them. Mandate or
not, we should all do the right thing and contribute our share
to keep sidewalks clear for our school children.

Dennis E. Rice: All commercial property owners should be
required to clear their sidewalks within 24 hours, which I feel
is a reasonable time period. Business owners are capable of
this, as they already pay to clear their parking lots. Clearing
the sidewalks would make walking around town safer for
pedestrians, which would in turn be good for local businesses.
I would strongly encourage residents to clear their
sidewalks, or at least put down sand, but elderly or
handicapped residents, among others, are not always able to
clear walkways within 24 hours. Given this, I would not want
to pass an unreasonable ordinance.

Linda Jane Colbert: I understand the frustration of citizens
faced with uncleared sidewalks. The Town strongly
encourages citizens and businesses to shovel their sidewalk if
able. Some of our senior or disabled citizens are not able.
Business owners may not be able to travel to Town or may
decide to close their shop during a storm. Many Vienna
Volunteer Awards honor people who have shoveled
sidewalks for their neighbors, demonstrating Vienna’s strong
sense of community. A Town Code requiring residents to
shovel would be hard to enforce and put an undue burden
on citizens and businesses.

Tara L.Voigt: Keeping sidewalks clear during snowstorms is
essential for the safety of pedestrians walking to work,
shopping, schools, and Metro. I would like to see a new
Town ordinance requiring businesses and residents to
maintain clear sidewalks in front of their property within 24
hours of a snowfall. To help compliance, the Town already
offers a list of teens who are willing to shovel walkways for
those residents who want help. My sons often shovel the
sidewalk of our elderly neighbors, which we know is
appreciated by the many commuters who walk to the Metro.

Edythe Frankel Kelleher: Vienna’s new Pedestrian
Advisory Committee may revisit this question with our Town
Attorney. The Council has considered snow shoveling
ordinances, most recently for commercial areas, but public
hearing testimony pointed out difficulties for property
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Questions for the Candidates (continued)
Question 2: Dozens of Vienna homes are being knocked down and larger homes built in their place, with
associated increases in property tax revenue to the Town. How should the Town plan to use that extra revenue?

DiRocco: In 2013, there were 110 single lot redevelopments.
For fiscal year 2014/15, new residential construction is
valued at $64,169,260, which translates into $146,819 of real
estate tax for the Town at the current tax rate of $.2288. Real
estate tax makes up 43% of the Town’s revenues. The
remaining 57% of the Town’s revenues are flat or slightly
decreasing. For fiscal year 2014/15, Town departments were
asked to decrease their budgets by 1%, but increasing health
care costs, pension costs and compensation study
adjustments (compensation study done every 6 years) reduce
any revenue gains from new construction.

reductions in other revenues. In the FY2014/2015 budget,
however, escalation in expenses such as health insurance,
pension contributions, and implementing the recent
classification and compensation study add up to about four
times the increased revenue from new construction. The
proposed budget keeps the tax rate steady, but taxes paid
would increase.
Majdi: Property tax revenue is the biggest contributor to our
budget. Future property tax revenue increases will drive
Vienna’s future budget priorities.
Vienna’s biggest challenge over the next decade will be
adapting to development in Tysons Corner while keeping our
small town charm. As traffic increases, Maple Avenue must
be more accessible to Vienna residents. Property tax revenue
increases should be used to make Vienna more walkable.
The Town Council will likely vote on a rezoning plan for
Maple Avenue after the election. If I’m elected to Town
Council, I will do everything I can to keep Vienna a small
town.

Cheselka: I know from my experience running my own
business that balancing a budget is always challenging. Any
extra revenue increases the town receives in property taxes
would certainly not be a fortune, but it could make a
difference with needed capital improvements (sidewalks),
traffic calming measures, and continuing the tax relief
program for qualified seniors. Extra funds could help
maintain and improve youth programs and facilities, and
provide a measure of support to the Recreation Department
to help with our parks and Town Green events, such as
concerts, shows, Viva Vienna, and the July 4th celebration.
We all certainly benefit from these events. I would like to
spread funding around a little to allow us to help town
citizens of all ages at the same time.

Rice: First, we should concentrate on repairing and
improving the roads in Vienna. By not addressing the issue
upfront, we are only adding to the expense down the road, as
the longer we let the conditions languish, they more it will
cost to repair them later on.
The current condition of the roads is a public safety
issue. For example, when people swerve out of the way to
avoid potholes, they often pull into the other lane of traffic,
which leads to accidents. Using tax revenue to fix potholes
would help improve safety and traffic issues.

Colbert: The residential new construction value for this year
is $64,169,260. With the current tax rate of $0.2288 per
$100.00, the revenue increase is $146,819. This represents
less than 1% of the total Town budget. Eighty percent of
this additional revenue will help pay for the increase in the
cost of health insurance as well as to fund mandatory
retirement accounts. In order to stay competitive with other
jurisdictions and retain staff, salary adjustments have been
approved following a class and compensation study. Saving
the remainder would be fiscally responsible.

Voigt: Increased development in the Town of Vienna will
grow property tax revenues, but the overall impact on our
budget is relatively minimal. Town finances are already quite
tight – for the 2014-15 budget, each department worked out
a 1% cut to offset rising expenses. Balanced budgeting has
allowed the Town to maintain the current real estate tax rate,
which itself was reduced a year ago, a benefit to all residents.
If the development trend continues, the Town can look at
further reducing the tax rate or fulfilling some of the unmet
needs in the budget.

Kelleher: Added revenue from new construction should be
used toward the budget like all other revenue. For the past
few years, it allowed us to reduce the tax rate and keep taxes
paid steady. It compensated for increases in expenses and/or

Did you know?
Vienna Police Department will do house
checks when you are away! Check it out at
www.viennava.gov/DocumentCenter/Home/
View/134

NEVCA’s Annual Meeting
May 20th, 8 p.m.
Vienna Community Center
Meet our new Mayor!
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Questions for the Candidates (continued)
Question 3: How do you feel about reviewing, and possibly taking down, or disbursing in a more even and fair
fashion, weekday rush hour/midday travel restrictions on Vienna’s roads?

DiRocco: The Transportation Safety Commission (TSC)
reviews the traffic flow within the Town and makes
recommendations to Council. The TSC regularly receives
petitions from residents to restrict travel on particular streets.
Having served on the TSC, I know they realize the possible
side effects of travel restrictions and that spill over traffic
from one street flows to other surrounding streets. In the
last 10+ years, the TSC has moved away from travel
restrictions as a method to mitigate increased traffic and
speeds on streets to traffic calming measures, such as speed
humps and road stripping.

traffic patterns. Existing restrictions should not be removed
unless those neighborhoods request it, but consideration of
new restrictions should be undertaken only in circumstances
where traffic calming measures have been unsuccessful.
Majdi: Everybody thinks traffic can’t get any worse. Here’s
the bad news: it can, and it will. The Town Council can’t stop
Tysons Corner from becoming a traffic magnet, but it can be
smart and proactive about the future of Vienna. As Tysons
brings more traffic, we need to rethink ALL of our traffic
restrictions.
The Town Council should have a comprehensive plan
that incorporates capital improvements, “walkability,” Maple
Avenue rezoning, and traffic restrictions. The top priority
must be to keep Vienna a small town. If I’m elected, I’ll
push for a comprehensive plan that includes rethinking
traffic restrictions.

Cheselka: Let me start by saying that I support traffic
calming measures. Timed traffic restrictions prevent family
neighborhoods from becoming cut-through thoroughfares
during rush hours. I look at the bigger picture and I think we
all would agree that keeping our children safe in their
neighborhoods is a good thing.
I would also support periodic reviews of traffic
restrictions, closures, and detours. Reviews would ensure that
restrictions are still serving the good purpose for which they
were intended. If they are not, they should be adjusted or
changed. Input from the affected community, both pro and
con, should be a major part of the review process.

Rice: I think the restrictions put in place for convenience
purposes should be lifted, but those put in place for safety
purposes should stay. By restricting the use of secondary
roads, people end up using other secondary roads to try and
get around congestion during rush hour. These imbalanced
restrictions are not fair to residents who live on secondary
roads without restrictions, but who endure the increase in
traffic on their streets while their neighbors see less traffic.
Additionally, it takes police manpower to enforce these
restrictions, and I believe this time could be put to better use.

Colbert: Some of the restrictions on streets in Vienna were
adopted by the Town Council many years ago and it would
be very disruptive to those neighborhoods to reverse those
decisions. One of the Transportation Safety Commission
recommendations I voted for is a mini roundabout at the
intersection of Locust and Park. This should control the
flow of traffic more efficiently than merely restricting traffic
on Locust. Other traffic calming measures include speed
humps, road narrowing or striping, stop signs, bus service,
speed enforcement, and timing the lights on Maple Avenue.
The goal is to keep traffic on the major roads.

Voigt: Vienna’s ever-increasing traffic is an age-old issue.
During my many years on the Transportation Safety
Commission (TSC) I have seen many citizens request traffic
calming in their neighborhood. We rarely recommend travel
restrictions because they don’t eliminate traffic problems,
they push them a street or two away. As a town we need to
look at new and innovative ways to keep the traffic moving
within and through the Town of Vienna. Recently the TSC
approved a mini roundabout at the intersection of Park and
Locust, an ‘outside the box’ solution that promises to ease
flow through a very busy intersection.

Kelleher: Travel restrictions shift traffic onto other streets.
Traffic calming measures, such as speed humps, chicanes,
lane narrowing, etc., achieve safety goals without altering
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Bike Rodeo
Saturday, May 3, 2014, 9 am - 12 pm, at the Vienna Volunteer Fire Department
Ages: Preschool - 6th grade
Bring your bike and participate in the Bike Safety Course,
Bike Inspections and Safe Riding Technique Demonstration.
Sponsored by the Town of Vienna Parks and Recreation Department,
Town of Vienna Police Department and Safe Routes to School.
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Please Support Our Advertisers
COMPLETE FAMILY
DENTISTRY

MCKINNEY FINANCIAL PLANNING
& MANAGEMENT

including

REGISTERED INVESTMENT ADVISOR

Orthodontics
JEROME A. COVEL, D.D.S., P.C.
HOLLIE B. STACK, D.D.S., P.C.
JAMES P. HENON, D.D.S., P.C.

DAVID L. MCKINNEY, CFP
407 Church Street, NE
Vienna, VA 21180-4737

120 Beulah Road, N.E.
Vienna, VA 22180

703 938–2000
703 938–9447 (Fax)

Phone: 703.281.9221
Fax: 703.281.9222

www.viennadentalcentre.com

"Thinking of moving or selling your home?
Or your parent’s house?
Give me a call
and we can put together a plan."
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Come try a folding bike,
that p
recumbent bike or trike today!
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President
703 281–3079
1st Vice President
703 255-9779

www.DougFrancis.com
RE/MAX Presidential
doug@DougFrancis.com
Call me at 703.304.6827

ROBERT MCCAHILL
NEVCANORTHSIDE@AOL.COM
EDGAR ADAMSON
ChiefEAA@aol.com
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2nd Vice President
703 201-9887

LINDA BELK
lpebersole@aol.com

Treasurer
703 938-7921

LOIS PAIGE
lois_paige@juno.com

Secretary
703 255-3115

DAVID GUILLAUDEU
DGUILLAUDEU@COX.NET

“Meet the Artists”

6TH ANNUAL VIENNA GREEN EXPO

The 4th silent auction art benefit of the
Shepherd's Center of Oakton-Vienna kicks off with a
“Meet the Artists” reception from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. on
Saturday, May 10, at The Frame Factory, 212
Dominion Road NE. Enjoy refreshments while
chatting with local artists and viewing their donated
art work. You could be the first to bid!

35 Juried Exhibits presenting practical information &
demonstrations to help you make green choices for
your home & garden!
Great ideas that can save you money &
help the environment!
Featuring tips for improving energy efficiency,
purchasing local organic products, creating
sustainable gardens, recycling, plus the latest in
electric & biofuel vehicles & more!

Auction items include paintings, photography,
jewelry and ceramics. Items will be on display at
The Frame Factory and open for bidding until
Saturday, May 17.

Sponsored by the Vienna Community Enhancement
Commission.

All money raised will benefit the Shepherd’s Center
of Oakton-Vienna, a volunteer-based organization
dedicated to promoting and supporting purposeful,
independent living for adults 50 and over in the local
community through: volunteer opportunities,
transportation assistance, support services, lifelong
learning and cultural enrichment opportunities.

Free, family friendly event.
Thursday, April 24, 2014
6:30 p.m. – 9:00 pm
Vienna Community Center

Thank you,

The Vienna Saturday Farmers Market begins May 3,
runs from 8 a.m. to noon, and continues through October
25. The market is at 301 Center Street South and will
feature special parking for disabled shopping patrons
and others who need close-by parking in the front lot.
New products this year include seafood, goat cheese and
organic farm produce. Call 703-200-7806 for information.

Great Harvest Bread Company,
f o r t h e m a n y, m a n y, d e l ic i o u s
door prizes you’ve donated for
N E VC A m e e t i n g s o v e r t h e y e a r s !

Please Support Our Advertisers

w w w. ft c i n t e r i o r s . c o m

IT Security Review Free Till July 31, 2014
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NEVCA is YOUR civic association, working for a better community.
If the mailing label does not show “Paid” next to your name,
your membership has lapsed. Please renew now!

Get involved! Support your
community! Help your neighbors!
Join or renew your membership in
NEVCA for 2014/2015.
NEVCA was established in 1995
to help neighbors in the northeast.
Every household should join.

Membership Application Form
(Dues per household $10)
Name:
Address:
Telephone:
E-Mail:
(We send out special notices by e-mail.)

JOIN NOW!

Committee interested in:
Comments:

(We hope you’ll be an active member, but even if
you can’t be, your membership increases our
numbers and thus our strength!)

Mail to: NEVCA, P. O. Box 356, Vienna, VA 22183
or use attached envelope.

WWW.NEVCA.ORG

P. O. Box 356
Vienna, VA 22183

